The laboratory was the brainchild of T S P Strangeways, demonstrator and later lecturer in Pathology at Cambridge. He was convinced that the knowledge of disease could best be advanced by studying it as it occurred within the living human body, and determined on investigating rheumatoid arthritis and allied conditions. Largely funded by himself, with support from colleagues, a research hospital was opened in 1905. A Committee for the Study of Special Diseases was set up to support the work by participating in the research and in raising money: over the years the Trustees included several distinguished medical men, such as Sir Clifford Allbutt, Sir Thomas Barlow, Sir Walter Morley Fletcher, Sir Victor Horsley, Sir Charles Martin, Sir William Osler and Sir Humphry Rolleston. Patients were not charged fees but most, grateful for the care and attention, gave donations on leaving. Strangeways also maintained relations with other hospitals for the purposes of obtaining data on rheumatoid patients.
Due to lack of funds, the hospital was forced to close in 1908, but re-opened the following year. An appeal for building larger premises was launched (Figure 1) The Strangeways archive contains a substantial amount of material on funding matters, perhaps reflecting the fact that money was so short that it needed careful control. There are two boxes plus an outsize volume of account books and ledgers (CMAC: SA/SRL/D. 1-2 1), and six boxes of correspondence with funding bodies (and related material): in some cases these files include requests for Honor Fell to referee other applicants for support (CMAC: SA/SRL/E. 1-89). There are seven boxes of general correspondence, which, however, does not constitute a complete series, running as it does from 1942 to 1947, 1954 to 1956, and 1965 Foxon, 1975 Foxon, -1982 , which relate particularly to Strangeways himself and to R G Canti's important pioneering work during the 1930s in the cinematography of cell development (CMAC: SA/SRL/J.4-13). There is also a group of files on the history of the SRL compiled by Dr Audrey Glauert (CMAC: SA/SRL/J.23-25).
Honor Fell continued throughout her lengthy tenure as Director to pursue an active and significant research career of her own as well as undertaking the burdensome administrative duties of directorship of an institution which lacked the resources to employ staff solely for routine administrative tasks. She was a leading cell biologist with an international reputation in her own right, specializing in observing through organ culture the effects of various substances upon the cells of bones, cartilage and other tissues. Her technical adeptness in the field of organ culture was often remarked upon, as well as her intellectual capacity to put this technique to the service of interesting and important scientific problems.7 As she pointed out in a letter to Professor H R Dean, one of the Trustees, in 1947 The elements of tissue culture are deceptively easy to learn, but to apply the technique successfully to a specific problem is usually extremely difficult and demands much technical experience.8 6 see note 1 above. Her papers relate largely to her activities separate from her responsibilities as Director of the SRL, although they do include her correspondence with, and reports to, the Royal Society, which funded her during nearly all her period in this post. The collection includes research notebooks from the 1920s to 1986, her writings, files on her connections with other bodies both in the UK and abroad, and concerning her activities following her retirement from the Directorship of the SRL (in 1979 she returned to pursue her research at the Strangeways, and was working at her bench on new problems until very shortly before her death).
Among the bodies with which she was associated were the Society for 
